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Before we begin, please make 
sure you have three handouts. 
The first is an agenda. 
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Before we begin . . . 
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Your second page has a list of 
internet addresses and contact 
information.  You may want to 
refer to this to find more 
information about some of the 
topics we will discuss today.  



Before we begin . . . 
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You also have a survey about 
today’s presentation.  We hope 
you will fill it out when we’re 
done. 



You should also have this guide. 
 
It provides information for 
families of children with 
disabilities who will enter 
kindergarten next fall. 

Before we begin . . . 
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This presentation will be available online, on our web page for 
families of students with disabilities transitioning to kindergarten. 
You have the address in a handout. 
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Before we begin . . . 



 

Today’s Agenda 

A Shared Path to Success:  Special Education 
in New York City’s Public Schools 
 
Preparing for Kindergarten: Two Processes 
 
     Developing a Kindergarten IEP 
 
     Applying to Schools 
 
For More Information 
 
Questions 
 
Survey 
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• Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) have the same 
access to schools as they would if they did not have IEPs. For the vast 
majority of students with IEPs, this means learning at their zoned 
(neighborhood) schools while receiving the supports they need to 
succeed. 

• Students with IEPs are taught in the least restrictive environment that is 
appropriate, alongside students without disabilities to the maximum 
extent possible. 

• Students with IEPs have access to a rigorous academic curriculum and are 
held to high academic standards, enabling them to realize their potential 
and graduate prepared for college, careers, and independent living. 

 

 

Special Education  
in New York City’s Public Schools 
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Preparing for Kindergarten: Two Processes 

There are two processes. 

 

 
Applying to Schools 

 
 
 
 
 

All families  
of children born in 2010 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing a 
Kindergarten 
Individualized 

Education Program 
(IEP)  

 

Families of children with 
disabilities born in 2010 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and 
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Preparing for Kindergarten: Two Processes 
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The timelines for these processes are on pages 2 – 3 in the guide.  
You may want to keep your guide open to these pages during the presentation. 



We will start by taking a closer look at the process of developing a 
kindergarten IEP.  
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Developing a Kindergarten 
Individualized Education Program 

(IEP) 
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You will receive a “notice of referral” in the mail this winter.  
 
(You may have received it already.) 

  

  

Receive 

Notice of Referral 
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The notice marks the start of the kindergarten IEP process. 
 
Translations of the notice will be on our website. 

  

Receive 

Notice of Referral 
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The notice will provide contact information for a representative of the 
Department of Education. 
 
Your contact will be based at a district Committee on Special Education 
(CSE) office or at a public school. 
 
 

  

Receive 

Notice of Referral 
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The process of developing your child’s IEP for kindergarten is  different 
and separate from the preschool IEP process. 
 
You will have a preschool annual review IEP meeting this school year to discuss 
your child’s preschool services (if you have not had it already), 
 

and 
 

you will also have a kindergarten IEP meeting to determine whether your child will 
continue to be eligible for special education services in kindergarten and to plan for 
any services your child will need.  If your child is eligible for a kindergarten IEP, 
services will begin in September, 2015. 
  

  

Receive 

Notice of Referral 
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Your child will continue to receive preschool services as mandated by the 
preschool IEP. 

 
• 10-month preschool services go through June 30, 2015. 

 
• 12-month preschool services provide 6 additional weeks, through 

mid-August, 2015.  
 

  

  

Receive 

Notice of Referral 
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If your child may need services related to any medical needs, you will 

need to provide some Department of Education medical forms soon.  

 

We will talk about the forms later in the presentation. 

 

  

  

Provide Medical Forms 
 (If Applicable) 
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All preschool students with IEPs who will enter kindergarten next fall will 
go through the reevaluation process.  New assessments may be part of 
the process. 
 
What is the purpose of the reevaluation?  
To determine whether your child will continue to need special education 
services in kindergarten and, if so, to determine the appropriate special 
education services for your child in a school-age setting. 
  

  

New Assessments  
(If Necessary) 
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Your child’s reevaluation will be specific to your child’s needs.  

 

We start by reviewing: 
• your child’s preschool IEP 
• preschool assessments 
• any assessments previously provided by you 

 

After reviewing current information about your child, we may decide that 
we need more information and plan new assessments. 

 

  

  

New Assessments  
(If Necessary) 
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New assessments may be formal or informal. 

Examples of formal assessments: 

• psychoeducational assessment (including standardized tests)  

• full occupational therapy assessment. 

Examples of informal assessments: 

• classroom observation 

• teacher interview 

  

New Assessments  
(If Necessary) 
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If new assessments are planned, we will send you a letter requesting 
your consent.   
 
To consent, please sign and return the letter to your Department of 
Education representative. You also have the right to request additional 
assessments. 
 
We will also send you a letter informing you if no new assessments are 
planned.  You also have the right to request assessments. 
  

  

  

New Assessments  
(If Necessary) 
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When assessments  (if any) are complete, we will schedule an IEP 
meeting.  
 
We will send you a letter informing you of the date, time and place of the 
meeting, and listing the participants who have been invited.  
 
You may invite participants as well. 
  

  

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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Your child’s IEP meeting will take place at a district CSE office or at a 
public school. 
 
 
You should know that having an IEP meeting at a particular school does 
not guarantee that your child will be admitted there. If you are interested 
in your child attending the school where the IEP meeting takes place, you 
should be sure to list the school on your kindergarten application. We will 
discuss the kindergarten application later in the presentation. 

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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Who will be invited ? 
 

• you (of course!) 
 
• psychologist 
 
• special education 

teacher/related service 
provider* 

 
*related services include  speech-
language therapy, occupational 
therapy (OT), physical therapy 
(PT), and counseling. 

 

• general education teacher 
 
• others, invited by you 
 
• district representative 
 
• language interpreter, if 

needed 

 

 

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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At the IEP meeting, the committee on special education - of which you 
are a member - will first decide whether your child is eligible for school-
age special education services.  
 
To be eligible, your child must be found to have a disability and require 
special education services and programs. 

     

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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Every preschool student with an IEP is classified as a “preschool student 
with a disability.” 
 
If the CSE finds that your child is not eligible to receive special education 
services in kindergarten, your child will be “declassified.” Your child will 
enter a general education class and will not receive special education 
services.     

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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The disability classifications are 
 

• autism 

• deaf-blindness 

• deafness 

• emotional disturbance 

• hearing impairment 

• intellectual disability 

• learning disability 
The classifications are 
described in the kindergarten 
orientation guide. 

If your child is eligible for school-age special education services, he or she 
will receive a specific disability classification. 

• multiple disabilities 

• orthopedic impairment 

• other health impairment 

• speech and language 
impairment 

• traumatic brain injury 

• visual impairment, 
including blindness 

 

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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Then, the committee will determine what supports and services your 
child will need in order to meet the annual goals.  
 
Goals, supports and services will be designed to support academic 
learning.  
 
The annual goals and special education supports and services will be 
described in your child’s IEP. 
 

 
 

 

  

Participate in a  
Kindergarten IEP Meeting 
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Now we will talk about some of the special education supports and 
services provided to school-age children.  
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Your child will be educated with the combination of services that best 
suits his or her needs. 
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Related Services 
 

Related services are provided to help students with disabilities achieve 
their educational goals. Related service providers often come into 
classrooms and collaborate with teachers, aides and other adults to 
support students. At times, they work with students individually or in 
small groups in other locations.  Related services include 

 

• counseling    

• hearing education services  

• occupational therapy (OT)  

• orientation and mobility services  

 

For many students, related services are the only special education 
services recommended. For others, related services are recommended in 
combination with other services and programs. 

• physical therapy (PT) 

• school nurse services 

• speech/language therapy 

• vision education services 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

 
 

In most cases, school-age students receive the program(s) and service(s) 
on their IEPs at community (neighborhood) schools. Students in 
community schools may receive these services: 
 

• Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) 
 
• Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) 
 
• Special Class (SC) Services 

 
We will describe them now. 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

 

 

Special Education Teacher Support Services (SETSS) are part-time 
services provided by a special education teacher. The special education 
teacher may work with one student or a small group of students, within a 
general education classroom or in a separate location.   
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

 

 

In Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) classrooms, students with and without 
disabilities learn together. The general education kindergarten teacher 
and a special education teacher plan and teach together.  

ICT can be provided part-time, for any part of the school day, or full-time. 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

 

 

Special Class Services provide instruction for children with disabilities 
only. They are taught by special education teachers who provide 
specialized instruction tailored to the needs of the students in the class. 
Special classes in community schools have 12 students whose ages are 
within a three-year range and who have similar educational needs. 

Special class services can be provided part-time, for any part of the school 
day, or full-time. 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

What might your child’s day look like in a community school? 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

Based on the evaluation process and information from 
specific assessments, we know that Johnny: 

• has strength in math concepts 

• is able to work well with others 

• requires support in expressive and receptive language  

• has difficulty manipulating toys and tools in the 
classroom 

After annual goals are identified, the committee 
recommends: 

• speech/language therapy and 

• occupational therapy 

 

First . . . 

who is your child? 

Let’s look at 

“Johnny.” 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

TIME TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

8:15 –  

8:45 

Circle Time / Morning Meeting  

Speech/language  therapy 

in class 
 

Circle Time / Morning 

Meeting  

 

8:45 -

10:00 

Literacy  

 

Literacy  

10:00 -

10:45 

Science  Social Studies 

 

10:45 -

11:30 

MUSIC  ART  

Occupational 

therapy 

 in class 

11:30 -

12:15 

Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess 

12:15- 

12:30 

Quiet time – books and puzzles Quiet time – books and 

puzzles 

12:30 -

1:30 

Math Math 

1:30 -   

2:20 

Physical Education  Group Work/Stations 

2:20 –   

2:40 

End of day routines  

 

End of day routines   

Johnny’s related services are 
provided in the classroom: 

 

Speech support for receptive and 
expressive language during circle 
time allows Johnny to participate 
in the group meetings and lessons 
and be prepared for his day. 

 

Occupational therapy support for 
fine motor coordination is a good 
fit during art class.  

 

With these supports, Johnny can 
participate and make progress in 
the general education curriculum. 
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Let’s look at  

another   

kindergartener’s 

 strengths and needs: 

“Maria” 

Based on the evaluation process and information from specific 
assessments, we know that Maria: 

 
• is a visual learner 
•  needs support to follow multi-step directions 
•  needs support in expressive and receptive language  
•  has difficulty manipulating toys and tools in the     
    classroom 
 

Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 

After annual goals are identified, the committee 
recommends: 

• Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) 30 
periods per week 
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Services in Community (Neighborhood) Schools 
               

TIME TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

8:15 –  

8:45 

Circle Time/ 

Morning Meeting  (ICT) 

Circle Time/ 

Morning Meeting  (ICT)  

8:45 -

10:00 

Literacy  (ICT) Literacy  (ICT) 

10:00 -

10:45 

Math (ICT) 

 

Choice Time (ICT) 

 

10:45 -

11:30 

MUSIC  ART  

11:30 -

12:15 

Lunch/Recess Lunch/Recess 

12:15- 

12:30 

Quiet Time (ICT) 

Puzzles, drawing, writing 

Quiet Time  (ICT) 

Puzzles, drawing, writing 

12:30 -

1:30 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION Math  (ICT) 

1:30 -   

2:20 

Science (ICT) Social Studies  (ICT) 

2:20 –   

2:40 

End of day routines (ICT)  End of day routines  (ICT) 

 
She needs support in 
expressive and receptive 
language. 
Her teachers support her 
language development 
throughout the school day.  
For example, when it is her 
turn for show-and-tell, a 
teacher helps her practice 
what she will say, understand 
questions she may be asked, 
and plan her answers. 
 
She is a visual learner. She 
needs support to follow 
multi-step instructions. 
When multi-step tasks are 
assigned, her special 
education teacher provides 
pictures showing the 
sequence of steps.  

Maria is in an integrated co-teaching  (ICT) class for most of the school day. 

She has difficulty 
manipulating toys 
and tools in the 
classroom. 
Her fine motor 
development is 
supported as her 
teachers guide her 
during drawing, 
writing, and quiet 
time activities. 



43 

Specialized Programs 

What happens when a student has specific needs that require very specialized 
expertise?   
 
There are some students for whom a specialized model and supports may be 
appropriate. 
 
Specialized programs are programs that do not exist in every community school. 
Specialized programs that are provided in some community schools are: 
 

• Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Nest and ASD Horizon 
 

• Academics, Career, and Essential Skills (ACES) Specialized Programs for 
Students with Intellectual Disability (ID) 

 
• Bilingual Special Education 
 

We will describe them now. 
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While most students with autism are served in their local schools, some 
students with autism may be best served in one of these specialized 
programs. 
 

ASD Nest 
• Integrated Co-Teaching (ICT) class (a class with two teachers) that includes 

students with and without disabilities 
• Reduced class size 
• Serve high-functioning students 
 

ASD Horizon  
• Small, supportive class, typically for up to 8 students 
• Serves students who can work toward meeting grade level standards but may 

require individualized support for periods of time during the school day. 
 
If you think one of these programs might be appropriate for your child, you should 
submit an ASD program inquiry form soon. Forms are available on our website, by 
emailing specializedprograms@schools.nyc.gov or by calling 718-935-2007.  

Specialized Programs in Some Community Schools 
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Specialized Programs in Some Community Schools 

While most students with intellectual disability (ID) are served in their local 
schools, some students with ID may be best served in Academics, Career, and 
Essential Skills (ACES) specialized programs. 
 
ACES programs provide a small supportive class for some students who have an 
intellectual disability. They provide academic instruction as well as a highly 
specialized educational program that facilitates the acquisition, application and 
transfer of skills across environments such as home, school, and community.  
 
For more information, email SpecializedPrograms@schools.nyc.gov or call 718-
935-2007. 
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Specialized Programs in Some Community Schools 

 

Bilingual Special Education 
 
Bilingual special education is a specialized program for some students who 
communicate in languages other than English and whose IEPs recommend 
integrated co-teaching (ICT) or a special class (SC) and a language other than 
English as the language of instruction.  
 
For more information, email SpecializedPrograms@schools.nyc.gov or call 718-
935-2007. 
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Some school buildings are accessible to students who have limited 
mobility. These schools are designated “functionally accessible.”  
 
For a list of accessible schools, call 311 or visit 
 www.nyc.gov/schools/Offices/OSP/Accessibility.  
 
Schools provide different levels of accessibility.  If your child will need an 
accessible school,  you should be sure to visit schools and apply to those 
that would be appropriate for your child.  

Accessible Schools 
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District 75 Citywide Programs 
 

Specialized Programs  for Students with Significant Challenges 

 

District 75 provides highly specialized instructional support for students 
with significant challenges, including students who are on the autism 
spectrum or have significant cognitive delays, emotional disturbances, 
sensory impairments, and/or multiple disabilities. 

 

 

 

A District 75 program will be considered if your 
child’s educational, social, and/or emotional needs 
cannot be met in a community school program. More 
information about District 75 programs is in the guide 
and at 

http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/D75. 



49 

District 75 Citywide Programs  

Specialized Programs  for Students with Significant Challenges 

 

 

 

 

If your child receives an IEP recommending 
District 75, or if you think a District 75 
recommendation is a possibility, you are invited 
to visit our kindergarten sites. District 75 
brochures are available here today and are on 
our website.  
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State-Supported Schools  
 
 

State-Supported Schools provide intensive special education services to 
children who are deaf, blind, or have who have severe disabilities. If a 
state-supported school may be appropriate for your child, we will assist 
you with the referral process 
 
 
 
 
State-Approved Non-Public Schools provide programs for children 
whose intensive educational needs cannot be met in a public school 
program. If the committee determines that it may not be possible to 
meet your child’s in a public school program, the committee may 
recommend that a state-approved non-public school be considered. 

State-Approved Non-Public Schools 
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“Parentally Placed” Students  - IESPs 
 
Some families prefer to send their children to private or parochial schools. If they are 
eligible, children who attend non-public (private or parochial) school can receive special 
education services provided by the Department of Education (DOE).  
 
If you plan to send your child to a private or parochial school in New York City at your own 
expense (“parental placement”), you should inform the committee that you are not seeking a 
public school placement and instead would like to request equitable special education 
services to be provided by the DOE at the private or parochial school. 
 
If your child is eligible, the committee will develop an Individualized Education Services Plan 
(IESP). The IESP will describe special education services to be provided while your child is 
enrolled in the private or parochial school. If your plans change at any time after your child 
receives an IESP, you may contact us to request a public school placement. 

 
If you plan to send your child to a private or parochial school outside of New York City, you 
may request equitable special education services from the school district in which the school 
is located. 
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Revoking Consent for Special Education Services 
 

At any time, you may choose to end all special education services for 
your child by writing a letter to your DOE representative.  

 
Your child will enter a general education class and will not receive any 
special education supports or services. 
 

Your child’s special education records will remain in your child’s file. 
 

If you are considering this option for a child entering kindergarten, the 
committee will assist you with this process. 
 

At any time after you revoke consent, you have the right to request an 
evaluation for special education services. 
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General Education Transportation 
 

Right now, if your child is enrolled in a preschool special education program, he or she is 
eligible for special education bus service with an attendant on the bus.  
 
In kindergarten, most students with disabilities travel to school in the same ways as students 
without disabilities. Many walk!  
 
Based on his or her age and the walking distance from your home to the school, if your child 
attends a school in your district, her or she may be eligible for general education bus service 
(service to and from a bus stop where a group of children wait). 

 

Special Education Bus Service 
 
The committee will recommend special education bus service if your child’s disability 
prevents your child from using the same transportation as children without disabilities. The 
recommendation will be made at the IEP meeting. 
 
The need may be related to a medical condition or orthopedic, emotional, behavioral, or 
cognitive disability. 
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Eligibility for Specialized Transportation Accommodations 

If your child may need special accommodations on the bus, such as a nurse of medical 
equipment, the accommodations will need to be approved in advance. Please provide two 
forms well in advance of the IEP meeting: 

 
• Authorization for Release of Medical Information completed and signed by you, allowing 

your child’s doctor(s) to provide medical information to the Department of Education 
 
• Request for Medical Accommodations completed and signed by your child’s doctor, 

explaining the need for the service(s) and/or accommodation(s) 
 

 
These forms are in the center of the orientation guide. They are are also on our 
website and will be available from your Department of Education representative.   

  

Provide Medical Forms 
 (If Applicable) 

  



55 

 

Eligibility for Services Related to Medical Needs 

 

If your child may need health services, you should also provide appropriate forms 
in the Department of Education’s Medical Forms Packet, completed and signed 
by your child’s doctor. 

The Medical Forms Packet is not in the guide but we have it here today.  It is also 
on our website and will be available from your Department of Education 
representative.   

  

Provide Medical Forms 
 (If Applicable) 
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In late spring, you will be notified by mail about the special education 
services and the school placement that have been recommended in your 
child’s IEP.  

If your child’s IEP recommends a community school placement, your 
child’s special education services will most likely be provided at the school 
where your child was accepted through the kindergarten admissions 
process.  

 

  

Receive Notification of 
Special Education Services 

and Placement 
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We will talk about the kindergarten admissions process now. 

  



Applying to Schools: 
2015 Kindergarten Admissions 

58 



If your child was born in 2010 and you live in New York City, it’s time to 
start thinking about Kindergarten for September 2015. 
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Before you apply: 
• Understand your options 
• Go to school tours and open houses 
 
From January 7 to February 13: 
• Apply online, over the phone, or in person at an enrollment office. 
 
April and May: 
• Pre-register at the school, providing documentation 
 
May through mid-October: 
• If a school is able to offer your child a seat from the waitlist, they will 

contact you directly. 
 

Applying for Kindergarten 

NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN 



Review school options and their admissions priorities. 

 

There are three types of schools and admissions priorities: Zoned Schools, Non-Zoned 

Schools, and Choice Districts. 

 

Your child will be considered for each school you apply to, based on the schools’ 

admissions priorities.  

 

• Zoned Schools: 

• Most students have zoned schools, which is determined by your home address. 

The zoned school is where you have the highest priority to attend. 

• If the zoned school has room after all zoned students are enrolled, students in 

additional priority groups may be offered placement, starting with non-zoned 

siblings.  

 

 

Understanding School Options 



Review school options and their admissions priorities. 

 

 

 

• Non-Zoned Schools: 

• There are schools without a zone that give priority to applicants based on sibling 

priority, district of residence, participation in the school’s pre-k, and in some 

cases, other criteria. 

 

• Choice Districts: 

• Districts that have no zoned elementary schools are called Choice Districts. 

Districts 1, 7, and 23 are choice districts. 

Understanding School Options - continued 



 
Use the Kindergarten Directory to consider the likelihood of admission to a 
given school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Kindergarten Directories will be available at local schools and enrollment offices 
beginning in December. You can also find them online at 
www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten. 

Understanding School Options - continued 

http://www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten
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If you don’t know your zoned school, or to find out if you live in a choice district, 
call 311 or visit www.nyc.gov/schools/schoolsearch and enter your home address 
in the search bar. 

 

School Search  

http://www.nyc.gov/schools/schoolsearch


General Education Busing 
• In NYC, placement in an elementary school does not guarantee yellow school bus service.  

• If your child’s school is in a different district than where you live, school bus transportation will 
not be available.  

• If your child’s school is in the district where you live, and your child does not receive an IEP, the NYC 
Department of Education will use the table below to determine if your child qualifies for free or 
reduced fare transportation. 

 

 

 

• For more information about transportation options for students with IEPs, please visit 
http://schools.nyc.gov/Offices/Transportation/ServicesandEligibility/DoortoDoor. 

 

Special Education Busing 
• If special education transportation is listed on your child’s IEP, then your child will receive busing 

through that process. 

 

Understanding School Options - Transportation 



Applying for Kindergarten 

How do I apply? 
 

Apply between January 7 and February 13: 

 Online at www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten in 10 languages 

 Over the phone by calling 718-935-2400  
(8am – 6pm, Mon – Fri) 

 In person at an enrollment office 
(8am – 3pm, Mon – Fri) 

Interpretation services will be provided in more than 200 languages for the 
phone and in-person options. 
 

All families should submit an application in order to receive a 
kindergarten offer letter. 
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http://www.nyc.gov/schools/kindergarten


What do I need to apply? 

• Child’s name, date of birth 

• Parent/guardian name, address, phone number, email address (if applicable) 

• Name, date of birth, grade, current school, and OSIS number of any siblings who 
will be in grades K-5 next school year 

• Child’s current pre-k (if applicable) 

• Child’s native language (if applying to a dual language program) 

• A list of schools, in order of preference.  You can list up to 12 schools on the 
application.   

• Charter schools are not options for this application. The application process for 
charter schools will be addressed later in the presentation. 

 

Applying for Kindergarten 



• Every family that applies before the deadline will receive an offer. If we are unable 
to make an offer to one of your choices, you may receive an offer to your zoned 
school or another school nearby.  
 

• After receiving the offer letter, families should pre-register at schools. 
 

• Students will remain on the waitlists for any schools ranked higher on their 
application than the kindergarten offer they received.  
 

• Schools will contact families if an offer can be made based on admissions priorities 
and waitlist order. 

 
• Pre-registering your child at the placement offered through the admissions 

process does not affect your chances at receiving an offer from another school, a 
Gifted & Talented placement, or a charter school lottery. 

Waitlists and Pre-Registration  
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• If you miss the application deadline, you should contact our office for further 

instructions: (718) 935-2009. 
 
• You may still go to your zoned school and other schools of interest to either be 

placed on register or on the waitlist, depending on seat availability and 
admissions priority group.  
 

• If your zoned school has a waitlist of zoned students, you will be placed on the 
waitlist after the zoned students who applied. If the school is unable to 
accommodate all of its zone, you will receive a placement at a school nearby. 

 

Students Who Do Not Apply 

• All students with IEP recommendations for community school programs who do 
not apply will be assigned a placement in their district of residence. 

Applying After the Application Period 



• All families, including those of students with disabilities, are encouraged to 
participate in the kindergarten admissions process in order to receive a 
kindergarten placement in April. 

 

• All schools are expected to serve the majority of students in their 
community. All families are encouraged to apply to their zoned school and 
other schools of interest.  

 

• Families of students who participate in the kindergarten IEP process and 
receive special education services will also receive notification regarding 
the school where the recommended services will be provided.  

Students with Disabilities 
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• Specialized Programs 

• Students who require a specialized program may be offered a placement in a 
school with that program, as an alternative to the placement offered through the 
kindergarten admissions process. 

 

• District 75 and Non-Public School Placements  

• Students who require District 75 or non-public school programs will receive 
placement in those programs through a separate process. 

• However, all families are encouraged to submit a kindergarten application and 
indicate a preference in the event that their child is recommended to attend a 
community school. 

 

Specialized Programs and Settings 



More Information 
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Charter Schools 

All children who are eligible for kindergarten in New York City are eligible for 
admission to a charter school in New York City, including children with IEPs. 
 
Families should complete an application for each charter school of interest. If the 
number of applicants exceeds the number of available seats, schools will select 
students through a random process, such as a lottery. Most lotteries are held in 
April and most deadlines are in early April. 
 
Charter schools give preference to siblings of students already enrolled in the 
charter school and students living in the charter school’s community school 
district.  
 
If a student is accepted to a charter school, the charter school will work to 
ensure that the student receives the program and services on his/her IEP. 
 
For more information about charter schools, see 
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/planning/charters/default.htm. 
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For more information about the two processes we have talked about today, visit our 
website: schools.nyc.gov. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

See http://schools.nyc.gov/KindergartenSpecialEducation 
for more information about developing a kindergarten IEP. 

 
See http://schools.nyc.gov/kindergarten  

for more information about the kindergarten admissions process. 
 

You have these addresses in your handout.  
These pages are updated regularly, so check them frequently. 
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If Your Address Has Changed 

If you did not receive a mailing 
about these meetings, or if your 
address has changed, please 
contact your Committee on 
Preschool Special Education 
(CPSE) administrator at the 
Committee on Special Education 
(CSE) to make sure we have your 
correct address.  
 
The CSE offices are listed at the 
back of the guide. 



Questions or Concerns? 

76 

Developing a Kindergarten IEP 
 

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact your Department of 
Education (DOE) representative. 
 
Also, you can always contact us at a Committee on Special Education (CSE) 
office. Contact information is in the guide. 
 
If you experience a problem that cannot be resolved by your DOE 
representative or CSE, you can ask for additional assistance by calling 718-935-
2007 or emailing Turning5@schools.nyc.gov. 

 
 

Kindergarten  Applications and the Kindergarten Admissions Process 
 

If you have questions or need assistance, please call 718-935-2009 or email 
ES_Enrollment at schools.nyc.gov. 



Thank you for coming today. 

We are here to help throughout this process.  

We are looking forward to working with you so that you and your 
child will be prepared for a great year in kindergarten! 

Before you go . . . 
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. . . please take a few minutes to 
complete our survey about the 
presentation and return it at the table 
on your way out. 

We value your feedback.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 



Questions? 
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We will take a few minutes for general questions now. 

 

We will stay after the meeting to answer individual questions. 
 


